



General Advisory Committee of the 
Burlington County Community Development Program
October 12, 2023, Meeting @ 3:00 PM

Present: Nelson Weist, representing Maple Shade Township, Amy Barry, Office on Aging, Kevin Rijs representing Evesham Township, Wendy Gibson, representing Westampton Township, Lavinia Awosanya, representing Food Bank of South Jersey, Darlene Trappier, Beacon of Hope, Madelyn Sutton, Christian Caring Center, Gina Adams, representing Burlington County Community Action Partnership, Julia Lbragimova, Literacy NJ, Chris Smith, representing SEN-HAN Transit, Jeanette Hennessey, Providence House, Mayor Gary Catrambone, representing Delran Township, Ted Lovenduski, representing Florence Township, Susan Jackson, representing New Hanover Township, Janice Lohr, representing Delanco Township, Kevin Gauntt, representing Cinnaminson Township, Scott Hatfield, representing Burlington Township, Jodi Botlinger, representing Burlington Township, Joseph Barbadoro representing Cinnaminson Township, Beth Portocalis, representing Medford Township, Randolph Brolo, representing Labor Union, Ryan McCarthy, representing Edgewater Park and Lumberton Townships, Bob Wright, Malamut & Assoc., Malikah Morris, Human Services, Jennifer Hiros, Linda Horner, Monica Rego, Patricia Lake, The Division of Community Development and Housing.

1.	Call to order – Open Public Meetings Act
The meeting was called to order at 3:02 PM by Jennifer Hiros.  Jennifer Hiros stated the meeting follows the Open Public Meetings Act.  The meeting was opened for public comment. No members of the public were present, and hearing no comment, Jennifer Hiros closed the public comment portion.

2.	Roll Call
	
3.	Approval of September 14, 2023  Meeting Minutes
The September 14, 2023 meeting minutes were moved to approve by Nelson Weist,  seconded by Gina Adams.  Motion carried.

4.	Spotlight Presentations:
		a. Delran Township – Mayor Gary Catrambone
		    	Mayor Catrambone reported Delran Township’s 2023 Community 	
			Development Block Grant project consists of ADA improvements to 
	six intersections along Suburban Boulevard.  Suburban Boulevard is a main thorofare through neighborhoods connecting residents to shopping areas, restaurants, parks, and recreation fields.  Improvements to Suburban Boulevard will increase mobility for pedestrians, seniors, and residents with physical limitations.  The project is scheduled to begin in January 2024 with a completion date of August/September 2024.  
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b.  Florence Township – Ted Loveundski
Ted Lovenduski reported the 2023 Community Block Grant award
will enable Florence Township to complete ADA improvements to intersections along Park Street as well as W. 4th Street. Barrier removal and installation of ADA ramps will improve accessibility and improve safety for residents.  Ted Lovenduski stated the 2023 ADA improvement project is Florence Township’s continued effort toward barrier-free transit and accessibility to shopping and recreation for residents.     
				
5.	Reports:
	a. CDBG
Linda Horner reported all executed 2023 Subgrantee Agreements have been returned to municipalities receiving funding for the 2023 program year allowing projects to begin.  Linda Horner reminded 2023 grantees that monthly Progress Reports are due to the Division of Community Development and Housing no later than the 20th of each month detailing project progress for the month prior. Copies of Monthly Progress Reports are attached for your convenience. 
Jennifer Hiros stated the Community Development Block Grant 2024 Preapplication and Guide package is available and has been posted on the Division’s website, www.co.burlington.nj, on October 6, 2023.  A public hearing to hear comments on the development of the 2024 Annual Plan is scheduled for October 26, 2023, at 4 PM followed by an Application Workshop at 4:15 PM.
	
b.  HOME 
Monica Rego reported the Division of Community Development and Housing conducted the initial meeting of The HOME Investment Partnerships Program on Wednesday, October 11, 2023. Monica Rego stated The HOME Investment Partnerships meetings provide an open platform for developers to discuss current projects, funding announcements, HUD announcements, and updates for the Division of Community Development and Housing.
Monica Rego stated that 2022 Monitoring is 93% complete at this time.  Some Developments will be contacted shortly to reach 100% completion.  The 2023 Monitoring review is currently being drafted and should be available by year-end.  
The Application Availability Announcement for Program Year 2023 has been drafted for review with the anticipation of going to bid by year-end. Upon approval of The Application Availability Announcement, the Announcement will be noticed in the Burlington County Times as well as posted on the Division’s website, www.co.burlington.nj.us.
Jennifer Hiros reported The Division of Community Development and 
Housing has had a significant increase in activity in the First Time Home Buyer Program (FTHB). HUD altered its underwriting policies and procedures allowing underwriting on a case-by-case basis, rather than generalized procedures.  Underwriting on a case-by-case basis helps ensure financial stability once in their homes.  
 
c.  COVID Care Act Funding
i.  CV3 projects continue to progress.  Requests for the extension of 
    project completeness until 2026 have been granted to requesting 
    municipalities.
ii. CV DCA1 and CV DCA2 
    The Division of Community Development and Housing is working 
    closely with the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) for the    
    upcoming Code Blue season.  DCA provides funding to subgrantees
    who are involved with emergency stabilization.  Funding from the 
    DCA also provides funding for mortgage and back rent assistance.        

6.	Action Items – There were no action items to be addressed.

7.	Closed Session – A closed session was not held.

8.	Discussion
		Scott Hatfield inquired about the amount of funding available for 2024 
		Community Development Block Grants.  Jennifer Hiros stated no indication of 
funding amounts is available at this time, however, funding amounts have remained consistent over the past years.  
Madelyn Sutton stated the Governance Board is currently seeking a Code Blue site on the RT. 130 corridor or river area.  Should anyone know of a house of worship willing to participate, please contact the Division of Community Development and Housing.   

		 
    
	There were no further discussions. 

	
	The meeting adjourned at 3:13 P.M.

	Respectfully submitted,


	Patricia Lake
	PL/JLH

	
	 











