



HOME Investment Partnerships Program
October 11, 2023, Meeting @ 2:00 PM

Present: Cynthia Ferguson, representing Burlington County Community Action Partnership (BCCAP), Bill Harris, representing the City of Burlington, Kesha Snead, representing Columbus Property Management, Kate Murray, representing Mission First Housing Group, Margot Ratliff, representing Pennrose LLC, Kevin Dowd, representing Walters Group, Gina Adams representing BCCAP, Sidni Robillard, representing MEND/Conifer, Antonio Walker, representing Zurbrugg Mansion, Barb Roccia, representing Acacia Manor, Terri Constantine, representing MEND/Duffy School, Maria Keyer, Sharp Road Apartments manager, Jessica Hubbs, representing Habitat for Humanity, Cynthia Jeannot, representing Columbus Property Management, Bob Wright, Malamut & Associates, Dara Johnston, representing Project Freedom, Monica Rego, Jennifer Hiros, Robert Burton, Patricia Lake, Division of Community Development and Housing

1.	Call to order – Open Public Meetings Act
The meeting was called to order at 2:01 PM by Monica Rego.  Monica Rego stated the meeting follows the Open Public Meetings Act.  The meeting was opened for public comment. No members of the public were present, and hearing no comment, Monica Rego closed the public comment portion.

2.	Roll Call

Monica Rego welcomed everyone to the initial HOME Investment Partnerships Program meeting.  The HOME Investment Partnerships meetings will provide an open platform for developers to discuss current projects, funding announcements, HUD announcements, and updates for the Division of Community Development and Housing.  Meetings will be monthly until year-end.  A discussion and vote on the frequency of meetings, either bi-monthly or quarterly will take place at a later date.  	
	
3.	Reports:
	a. 2022 Monitoring
ouH
The 2022 Monitoring review began in April 2023 and is continuing with 93% of monitoring complete at this time.  Some Developments will be contacted in the next few weeks to reach 100% completion.  The 2023 Monitoring review is currently being drafted.  The 2023 Monitoring review should be available to developments by December 2023.  If anyone is having difficulty completing 2022 monitoring, please contact the Division of Community Development and Housing.
	
b.  Bidding procedures 
The Application Availability Announcement for Program Year 2023 has been drafted for review with the anticipation of going to bid by year-end. Upon approval of The Application Availablity Announcement, the Announcement will be noticed in the Burlington County Times as well as posted on our website www.co.burlington.nj.us.

c.  First Time Home Buyer
Robert Burton reported The First Time Home Buyer (FTHB) Program has been restructured with an increase in the amount of funding available to home buyers from $9,000.00 to a maximum of $25,000.00.  The First Time Home Buyer Program acts as a gap financier for home buyers.  Eligible clients may receive up to $15,000.00 towards downpayment assistance and up to $10,000.00 to buy down interest rates. The Division of Community Development and Housing has seen an increased interest in the FTHB Program since the adoption of new funding limits making homeownership a reality for clients.     	
		
		
5.	Action Items – There were no action items to be addressed.

6.	Closed Session – A closed session was not held.

7.	Discussion
Gina Adams stated BCCAP would like to revitalize properties in Beverly which would increase the number of housing units for those who qualify for programs.  
Bill Harris stated Burlington City will post a notice for Request for Proposals (RFP) on Sunday, October 15, 2023, in the Burlington County Times for a 72-unit low/moderate income senior living facility. Developers with 10 years of experience in building and managing senior housing are encouraged to apply.  Bill Harris commented that HOME funds would be a critical element in the success of this project.  
			
		 
    
	 

	
	The meeting adjourned at 2:20 P.M.

	Respectfully submitted,


	Patricia Lake
	PL/JLH

	
	 











