General Advisory Committee of the Burlington County
Community Development Program

November 10, 2022 Meeting  2:30 PM
Via Zoom

Present: Kevin Rijs, Evesham Township, Stephan Fazekas, Florence Township,  Joseph B. Bellina, Delran Township Scott Hatfield, Burlington Township, Shirla Simpson, Human Services Division Head, Linda Semus, Mansfield Township, Fed Turek, Turek Consulting for Bordentown Township, Dwayne M. Harris, Willingboro Township, William Long, Mt. Laurel Township and Southampton Township,  Lavina Awosanya, Food Bank of South Jersey, Inc. Sarah Geiger, Food Bank of South Jersey, Inc., Malikah Morris, Human Services, Margaret Peak, Bordentown Township, Susan Jackson, New Hanover Township, Bobbie Quinn, Lumberton Township, Paula Kosko, Hainesport Township, Susan Danson, Maple Shade Township, Joe Barbadoro, R&V Engineers for Township of Cinnaminson, Doug Johnson, R&V Engineers, Janice Lohr, Delanco Township, Wendy Gibson, Westampton Township, Jennifer Hiros, Divison of Community Development and Housing Division Head, Linda Horner, Program Manager of Community Development Block Grant Program, Monica Rego, Susan Headman, and Patricia Lake, Division of Community Development and Housing.  

The meeting was called to order at 2:30 PM.  

Jennifer Hiros reported the 2023 Pre-Application Guide was issued on November 4, 2022, and is available on the Community Development website.  Applications are due December 16, 2022, to the Division of Community Development and Housing. 
All municipalities and public service agencies may apply for Community Development Block Grant funding per the approved changes by the General Advisory Committee.  Please review the 2023 Pre-Application and guide for application-specific information.
Scott Hatfield requested clarification regarding the municipality public hearing requirement.  Jennifer Hiros stated proof of public hearing is required with the submission of the application.  
Jennifer Hiros shared the 2023 Community Development Block Grant Program Application Timetable.  
It is noted that the General Advisory Committee will reconvene on November 14, 2022, at 4:15 PM and will hold a Technical Assistance Workshop for further discussion of the 2023 Application.

Subgrantee agreements have been mailed out, please sign and return them with proof of insurance.  Any questions please contact Linda Horner at lhorner@co.burlington.nj.us.
Subgrantees are strongly encouraged to attend monthly meetings. If unable to attend, please contact Jennifer Hiros or Linda Horner regarding your project’s progress, feedback on monitoring, and spending. 

The Division of Community Development and Housing is in the process of finalizing the 2021 grants.  Timeliness in spending your grant dollars is very important.  HUD requires all of a grantee's dollars spent to a percentage of 1.5 percent remaining by May of each year.  All projects will be monitored closely in the 2022 subgrantee funding cycle.  Please keep this in mind while project planning for 2023.


The Division of Community Development and Housing will be forwarding the census tract and block group information shortly. Census tract and block group information are primarily used for a presumed benefit in a block group rather than an area-wide benefit. 
Janice Lohr stated although an area-wide benefit, would ADA barrier removal be considered a viable project.  Jennifer Hiros responded all applications will be considered.  Infrastructure projects are not discounted as they may serve the community as a whole. 

Janice Lohr inquired regarding the phasing of larger projects over time and the spending of grant funds. Jennifer Hiros stated phasing large projects over time is acceptable, but funds must be spent in the funding fiscal year awarded. 

Scott Hatfield inquired if the Community Development Block Grant Program budget was essentially the same as in FY2022.  Jennifer Hiros responded the budget was approximately $1,500,000.00.  Scott Hatfield commented there could potentially be over 40 bidders for FY2023 without any guarantee of funding.   Jennifer Hiros responded this is correct, projects will be scored using the scoring rubric.  Jennifer Hiros stated there is no maximum dollar limit per application.



There were no further comments or questions and the meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia Lake

PL/JLH  































