General Advisory Committee of the Burlington County
Community Development Program

October 13, 2022 Meeting  2:30 PM
Via Zoom

Present: Nelson Wiest, Mapel Shade Township, Kevin Rijs, Cinnaminson Township, Margaret Peak, Bordentown City, Randy Brolo, Labor Union, Paula Kosko, Hainesport Township, Mayor Gary Cantrambrone, Delran Township, Kelly West, Workforce Board, Kathleen Hoffman, Southampton Township, Jennifer Hiros, Divison of Community Development and Housing Division Head, Linda Horner, Community Development Block Grant Project Manager, Monica Rego, Susan Headman, and Patricia Lake, Division of Community Development and Housing.  

The meeting was called to order at 2:30 PM.  

FY2021 Project updates:  Linda Horner stated townships that have not requested an extension have submitted their purchase orders on time and the Division of Community of Development and Housing is waiting for canceled checks and backup documentation to make payment.  Townships requesting extensions have until December 31, 2022.
Bordentown Township is in progress, installation has not taken place.

Jennifer Hiros stated the monthly General Advisory meetings are helping the efficiency of the projects.

Jennifer Hiros asked if there were any questions regarding the ongoing projects.  

Janice Lohr asked if Delanco Township’s extension request documents were received by the Division of Community Development and Housing.  Linda Horner responded yes. 

Margaret Peak stated Bordentown City’s bid specifications are under attorney review. This matter will be Resoluted at Bordentown City’s next Commissioner meeting on November 14, 2022.

The FY2022 Plan was approved and Subgrantee award agreements will be sent out for signature.

We are currently working on Memos and Resolutions to go before the Board of County Commissioners for our HOME dollars.  
Thank you to those who worked on our Ad Hoc committee.  We are going to continue this work, streamlining our process.  

The Draft  FY2023 Pre-Application Guide is under review by the Board of Commissioners.  The Division of Community Development and Housing has requested changes to the guide this year.  The most notable change is all townships may apply for funding. 
Jennifer Hiros stated that although the FY2023 Pre-Application Guide has yet to be approved and distributed, townships should start thinking of projects and look at the guide for eligible project ideas. 
Jennifer Hiros stated townships should focus on bigger projects stabilizing populations in their community and focus on the most vulnerable. 
Jennifer Hiros stated the other change to the FY2023 Pre-Application Guide is the scoring rubric. Past performance and timeliness of expenditures will be part of the rubric,  which the General Advisory Committee approved. 

Janice Lohr inquired if census track information changed for FY2023 application purposes. Linda Horner responded no. Jennifer Hiros stated if the project provided an area-wide benefit, census and block group data are not needed. 

Kevin Rijs stated when undertaking a non-traditional curb and sidewalk project it is always helpful to reach out to Jennifer Hiros and the Division of Community Development and Housing staff for guidance on what projects are eligible. 
Kevin Rijs also suggested to Mayor Catrambone that Delran’s engineers, CME, have professional planners on staff that are aware of non-traditional projects. 

Randy Brolo of the Laborer Union inquired about roadwork in area townships.  Nelson Weist responded Maple Shade earnestly tries to maintain its roadways.  However, an aging infrastructure finds it     
an expensive ongoing endeavor. Nancy Jamanow stated road projects need to be located in a qualifying census track area.

Nancy Jamanow inquired if the Division of Community of Development of Housing has experience with open space or recreational projects.  Jennifer Hiros stated our office recently worked with Hainesport Township on a park project.  

There were no further comments or questions and the meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia Lake

PL/JLH  































