General Advisory Committee of the Burlington County
Community Development Program

August 11, 2022 Meeting  2:30 PM
Via Zoom

Present:  Scott Hatfield, Burlington Township, Steve Fazekas, Florence Township, Nelson Wiest, Mapel Shade Township, Danielle Scoleri, Planning Board, Amy Barra, Office on Aging, Kevin Rijs, Cinnaminson Township, Joe Barbadoro, (RVE) Remington and Vernick Engineers, Inc representing Cinnaminson Township, Margaret Peak, Bordentown City, Randy Brolo, Labor Union, Paula Kosko, Hainesport Township, Susan Jackson, New Hanover Township,  Jennifer Hiros, Community Development and Housing Division Head, Linda Horner, Community Development Block Grant Project Manager, Timothy Howard, Susan Headman, and Patricia Lake, Community Development and Housing.  

The meeting was called to order at 2:31 PM.  

The minutes of July 14, 2022, General Advisory Committee were sent via email for approval.  The minutes were moved to approve by Stephan Fazekas, seconded by Paula Kosko. Motion carried.

Beginning with FY2021 Project updates, Jennifer Hiros stated that Linda Horner continues to monitor the progression of projects and attend pre-construction meetings. The Division of Community Development and Housing has reached out to two (2) communities that have not been in contact since their pre-construction meetings.  Jennifer Hiros stated progress in the communities has been good, projects are in the bidding stage or beginning construction.  Some communities have asked for extensions.  
Some of the public service projects are drawn down and paid out.  
The memo for Florence Township requesting additional funding has been drafted and submitted to the Board of Commissioners.  Jennifer Hiros also stated a memo increasing  Burlington Township’s Scope of work has been submitted to the Board of Commissioners.  
Jennifer Hiros asked if any communities are experiencing difficulties.  Please contact our staff for assistance. Janice Lohr stated although Delanco’s construction was to start on August 1, 2022, due to utilities being mismarked construction will begin shortly.

Jennifer Hiros spoke about documents for Policy Changes for the FY2023 funding cycle. Jennifer Hiros shared the Application Scoring Rubric. The Division of Community Development and Housing will be implementing this into the 2023 Pre-application Guide Book. The Application Rating System is a rubric that is a weighted scoring tool. It scores an application on multiple variables. Jennifer Hiros also spoke regarding opening the bidding competition to all municipalities per bidding cycle.  This will allow municipalities to apply for larger grants for qualifying populations. 
Jennifer Hiros asked if the open competition would be beneficial to municipalities.  Paula Kosko stated that it would be more cost and time effective for municipalities to do bigger projects in their communities. The Application Rating System and Ensuring CDBG Subrecipient Timeliness Guidelines will be sent via email.
Scott Hatfield stated he is excited to expand and explore new possibilities for projects in his community.  Jennifer Hiros stated the Office of Aging is a good place to look for examples to partner for projects.  
Amy Barra stated if anyone wanted to know more about the office on Aging feel free to contact her at abarra@co.burlington.nj.us.

In September, Jennifer Hiros stated she needs to go before the Board of Commissioners to amend our policy to include the Application Rating System and Ensuring CDBG Subrecipient Timeliness Guidelines.

Scott Hatfield asked when the 2023 Pre-application Guide Book will be published and solicited.  Linda Horner stated October 2022 and the due date will be December 2022.  
Jennifer Hiros stated everyone should look in the back of the 2022 pre-application guide to view acceptable projects.

Randy Brolo thanked Jennifer Hiros and the Division of Community Development and Housing for conducting these meetings and keeping the community informed and helping some of his union members stay employed.  

The next monthly General Advisory meeting is September 8, 2022. 

There were no further comments or questions and the meeting was adjourned at 3:01 PM



Respectfully submitted,

Patricia Lake

PL/JLH
