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We hope this information is helpful, but please 
remember, nothing can replace the sound advice 
of an attorney when one has to deal with the more 
difficult areas of settling an estate. 

Should you have any questions concerning Wills, 
probate or other related matters, we at the Surrogate's 
Court welcome your call. I f you wish to arrange a 
date to have the Surrogate speak to your club or or­
ganization, contact our office as indicated above. 
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The Surrogate Judge will sign a Judgment that admits the Will to probate 
a n d then issues Letters Testamentary (a legal document which certifies the 
Wil l and is the authorization for the Executor to act on behalf of the es ta te) . 

The Surrogate's Court will also issue Short Certificates (a legal document 
which the executor uses as proof of his/her authority to transfer or sell 
assets of the deceased). These certificates are needed to accomplish 
certain tasks such as transferring stocks, closing bank accounts , 
transferring the ownership of an auto, selling real es ta te ,e tc . The number 
of short certificates that will be needed depends upon the assets solely in 
the name of the decedent. 

A Surrogate c a n deny probate of a Will if the Will was not properly executed 
or the witnesses cannot be located and proper execution cannot be proven. 

The Surrogate may not act when (1) a c a v e a t (a formal action filed with) 
the Surrogate's Court in writing, to prevent the Will f rom being probated o r 
t o prevent the appointing of an admin is t ra tor for the estate) is filed before 
the entry of the judgment (2) a d o u b t arises on the face of the Will or o n l y 
a copy of the Will is presented (3) a n o n - r e s i d e n t ' s W i l l is offered for 
probate and has no assets in that county (4 ) the Surrogate certifies the case 
to be one of doubt or difficulty or (5) a d i s p u t e arises as to any matter. 

WHAT HAPPENS I F ONE DIES WITHOUT A W I L L ? 

DYING WITHOUT A W I L L 
I n t e s t a t e S u c c e s s i o n 

When no Will exists. Real and Personal property is not distributed according 
to the decedent's wishes. Rather, it is distributed according to the statutes 
of New Jersey. 

How will property be divided if there is no Will? The fol lowing shows how an 
Estate is distributed in New Jersey without a Will. 

Property owned jointly by husband and wife is automatically owned by t h e 
survivor and does not become part of the Probate Estate. 
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I f one dies without leaving a Will and is a resident of New Jersey, the State 
law provides the manner for distributing the property. The net es ta te 
remaining after deduction of debts, taxes, family exemptions, etc., would be 
distributed under the Statutes governing Decedent 's Estates and, in the case 
of most common occurrence, the heirs who would receive such property are 
as fo l lows : 

Property owned jointly by husband and wife is automatically owned by the 
survivor. The following shows the distribution of separately owned proper ty : 

I f o n e d ies l e a v i n g : 

1 . S p o u s e , D o m e s t i c : Pa r tne r a n d / o r P a r t n e r i n a Civi l U n i o n c o u p l e 
a n d p a r e n t ( s ) , b u t no c h i l d r e n 

Spouse, Domestic Partner and/or Partner in a Civil Union couple: The 
first 25% (but not less than $50,000.00 nor more than $200,000.00) 
plus three fourths of the balance 
Parent (s): All other estate assets 

2. S p o u s e , D o m e s t i c : P a r t n e r a n d / o r P a r t n e r in a Civ i l U n i o n c o u p l e 
a n d c h i l d r e n o f D e c e d e n t , a l l o f w h o m are a lso c h i l d r e n o f 
s p o u s e , d o m e s t i c : p a r t n e r a n d / o r p a r t n e r in a civil u n i o n c o u p l e 
( a n d s p o u s e . d o m e s t i c : p a r t n e r a n d / o r p a r t n e r in a civi l u n i o n 
c o u p l e has no c h i l d r e n by any o t h e r r e l a t i o n s h i p ) 

Spouse, Domestic Partner and/or Partner in a Civil Union couple: 
100% of es ta te 

Children: Noth ing 

3. S p o u s e , D o m e s t i c : P a r t n e r a n d / o r P a r t n e r in a Civi l U n i o n c o u p l e 
a n d c h i l d r e n o f D e c e d e n t , s o m e o f w h o m are not c h i l d r e n o f 
s p o u s e , d o m e s t i c : p a r t n e r a n d / o r p a r t n e r i n a civi l u n i o n c o u p l e 

Spouse, Domestic Partner and/or Partner in a Civil Union couple: 
The first 25% (but not less than $50,000.00 nor more t h a n 
$200,000.00) plus one half of the balance 
Children of the Decedent: All other estate assets 
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4. S p o u s e , D o m e s t i c Pa r tne r a n d / o r Par tne r i n a C iv i l U n i o n 
c o u p l e a n d c h i l d r e n o f D e c e d e n t , al l o f w h o m are a l so c h i l d r e n 
o f s p o u s e , d o m e s t i c p a r t n e r a n d / o r p a r t n e r in a c i v i l u n i o n 
c o u p l e ( a n d s p o u s e , d o m e s t i c p a r t n e r a n d / o r p a r t n e r in a c i v i l 
u n i o n c o u p l e h a s c h i l d r e n b y a n o t h e r r e l a t i o n s h i p ) 

• Spouse, Domestic Partner and/or Partner in a Civil Union 
couple: The first 25% (but not less than $50,000.00 nor 
more than$200,000.00) plus one half of the balance 

• Children of the Decedent: All other estate assets 

5. S p o u s e , D o m e s t i c Par tne r a n d / o r Pa r tne r in a C iv i l U n i o n 
c o u p l e a n d s t e p c h i l d r e n ( c h i l d r e n o f s p o u s e , d o m e s t i c p a r t n e r 
a n d / o r p a r t n e r in a c iv i l u n i o n c o u p l e w h o a re n o t D e c e d e n t s 
c h i l d r e n ) 

• Spouse, Domestic Partner and/or Partner in a Civil Union cou ­
ple: 100% of estate 

• Stepchildren: Nothing 

6. C h i l d r e n o f S p o u s e , D o m e s t i c P a r t n e r a n d / o r P a r t n e r in a C i v i l 
U n i o n c o u p l e ( s t e p c h i l d r e n ) , b u t n o d e s c e n d a n t s , p a r e n t s , 
d e s c e n d a n t s o f pa ren t o r d e s c e n d a n t s o f g r a n d p a r e n t s 

• Stepchildren: ^00% of estate 

7. No s p o u s e , d o m e s t i c p a r t n e r a n d / o r p a r t n e r in a c i v i l u n i o n 
c o u p l e , n o c h i l d r e n o f d e c e d e n t , n o p a r e n t s , n o d e s c e n d a n t s o f 
p a r e n t s , n o g r a n d p a r e n t s o r d e s c e n d a n t s o f g r a n d p a r e n t s a n d 
no c h i l d r e n o f t h e s p o u s e , d o m e s t i c p a r t n e r a n d / o r pa r tne r in 
a c i v i l u n i o n c o u p l e 

• The estate passes to the State of New Jersey Unclaimed 
Property Administrator 

NOTE: Any person who fails to survive ttie decedent by 120 hours is 
deemed to have predeceased the decedent for purposes of intestate 
succession. 

NOTE: Shares of predeceased children pass to descendants by 
representation. The new rules on intestacy say that the decedents inher i t 
"per capita, by generation rather than "per stirpes" 
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ADMINISTRATION 

An Administration is the process of managing and d is t r ibut ing the assets o f 
the estate of one who dies without a will ( " in testate decedent") . For a New 
Jersey resident intestate decedent, estate assets are distributed according to 
laws governing intestacy. Distributions of assets will vary according to 
individual circumstances and cannot be completed until all of the debts o f 
the estate, such as funeral expenses, debts of the intestate decedent, taxes 
and administration expenses have been determined and pa id . 

The process can begin any time after the date of death of the decedent ; 
however, the Surrogate Judge cannot issue letters of admin is t ra t ion until 
the 6th day after the date of death of the decedent . 

NOTE: Any person who fails to survive the decedent by 120 hours is 
deemed to have predeceased the decedent for purposes of in testate 
succession. 

ADMINISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 

When an individual dies without a Wil l , the following are required for the 
Surrogate to appoint an Administrator of the decedent's estate: (1) At the 
time of death, the decedent was a resident of Burlington County (2) Certif ied 
Death Certificate (3) I m m e d i a t e next of kin and their addresses (4) List of 
assets and debts solely in the decedent's name (5) Renunciations of next o f 
kin not seeking a p p o i n t m e n t as admin is t ra tor (6) Check or cash fo r 
applicable Administration Fees and (7) An appo in tmen t to meet with a 
Surrogate Court staff member . 

APPOINTING AN ADMINISTRATOR 

An Administrator or Personal Representative is appointed by the Surrogate's 
Court when there is no will. The surviving spouse or partner in a civil union 
couple is first entitled to apply for Admin is t ra t ion ; however, if there is no 
spouse or partner in a civil union couple or the spouse or partner in a civil 
union couple does not wish to be appointed, then any heir of the decedent 
of the proper degree of kinship may be appointed. Before the Surrogate can 
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appoint the Administrator, heirs not seeking to be appointed as 
Administrator must renounce their right to be appointed Administrator. 
I n most cases, the Administrator will be required to furnish a surety bond 
to cover the value of the real and personal property in the estate. The 
bond protects the creditors and heirs of the estate. The bond must 
remain in effect until the estate is set t led. 

T H E A D M I N I S T R A T I O N P R O C E S S 

The Administration process begins when the person(s) seeking to be 
appointed as Administrator presents to the Surrogate's Court a certif ied 
death certificate of the decedent, a list of assets and debts solely in the 
decedent's name, a list of the next of kin and their addresses. I f 
applicable, the Administrator will obtain the necessary execu ted 
renunciations. The person (s) requesting to be appointed will make 
application and qualify as Administrator of the estate. I f a surety bond 
is required, the Surrogate's Court will provide the form of b o n d and the 
Administrator will have the bond executed by an approved bonding 
company. W h e n all necessary documents are filed with the Surrogate's 
Court, the Surrogate Judge will sign a Judgment of Admin is t ra t ion. 

Administration Short Certificates in the amount required to accomplish the 
tasks of the Administrator such as t ransferr ing ownership of decedent's 
property and payment of debts will then be issued by the Surrogate's 
Court. The short certificate is a document which proves the authority o f 
the Administrator to manage and transfer the assets of the decedent. 

A F F I D A V I T N E X T OF K I N 

When a person dies without a lV/7/and leaves no surviving spouse, domest ic 
partner or civil union partner and the aggregate value of the estate does n o t 
exceed $20,000.00, an Affidavit Next of Kin may be issued upon appl icat ion. 

To obtain the Affidavit, the affiant (one of the next of kin) must present t o 
the Surrogate's Court a certified death certificate of the decedent, a death 
certificate of the spouse or partner in a civil union couple if predeceased t h e 
decedent and a list of the assets that are held in the decedent 's name only. 
The list should contain a description and value of the asset. Consents cal led 
"Renunciat ions" f rom other next of kin of equal degree may need to be 
obtained. The Surrogate will assess a fee for the processing of this fo rm. 
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A F F I D A V I T O F S U R V I V I N G S P O U S E 

W h e n a person dies without a will and leaves a surviving spouse, domest ic 
partner or civil union partner and the value of the property (real a n d 
personal) owned by the decedent, indiv idual ly , does not exceed 
$50,000.00, an Affidavit of Surviving Spouse/ Domestic Partner/Civil Union 
Partner may be issued to dispose of the property as the case may b e . 

To obtain the Affidavit, the affiant (surviving spouse, domestic partner, or 
civil union partner) presents to the Surrogate's Court a certified d e a t h 
certificate and a list of the assets that are in the decedent's name. The list 
should contain a general description of the property and the value of the 
asset. The affidavit must list the specific assets and their value. T h e 
af f idavi t gives the affiant the authority to manage and dispose of the assets 
l isted. The Surrogate will assess a fee for the processing of this f o r m . 

The Affidavit of Surviving Spouse/Domestic Partner/Civil Union Partner is 
issued in lieu of an Administration. I f the aggregate value of the assets 
exceed $50,000.00, a general administ rat ion will be opened. I f the surv iv ing 
spouse, domestic partner or civil union partner renounces or is unable to act , 
a general adminis t rator must be appo in ted. 

C H I L D S U P P O R T L I E N 

I n August of 2000, the Governor signed a law establishing that a Judgment 
for Child Support entered and docketed with the Clerk of the Superior Court 
is a lien against the net proceeds of any inheritance. The child support lien 
has priority over all other levies and garnishments against the net proceeds 
f rom an inheritance with the exception of liens for unpaid State Income Tax. 
The lien prevents the d is t r ibut ion of net proceeds to a benef ic iary /he i r until a 
Child Support Judgment is satisf ied. 

The executor or admin is t ra tor shall initiate a Child Support Judgment search 
for any beneficiary who is receiving $2000.00 net proceeds (after cour t 
costs, attorney fees, medical fees, etc) or more from an estate. 

The beneficiary shall provide the executor or admin is t ra tor with a certi f icate 
that includes the beneficiary's name, mailing address, social security number 
and date of birth. To determine whether a beneficiary is a child suppor t 
debtor, the executor or adminis t rator shall obtain a child support j u d g m e n t 

8 



Probate and Admin is t ra t ion - An In format ional Gu ide 

search through a private search company that maintains in format ion o n 
child support judgments. The private search company may assess a fee 
not to exceed $10.00 for each name searched. The fee is chargeable 
against the inheritance. 

I f the search dears the beneficiary from a child support judgment, the net 
proceeds may be distributed to the beneficiary immediate ly . I f t h e search 
reveals a child support judgment against the beneficiary, the Executor or 
Administrator is required to contact the Probation Department of the 
Superior Court for the satisfaction of the j u d g m e n t . The Executor or 
Administrator shall notify the beneficiary of the intent to satisfy the Child 
Support Judgment prior to disbursing any funds to the beneficiary. 

When the Executor or Administrator obtains a child support Judgment 
satisfaction, the Executor or Administrator shall pay the balance of t he 
inheritance to the beneficiary. The entire amount of the net proceeds shall 
be paid to the Probation Division as partial satisfaction of the Judgment if 
the net proceeds are less than the amount of the Child Support Judgment . 

GUIDELINES FOR E X E C U T O R 

As an Executor of an estate there are certain duties that you need to 
perform. The following are basic guidelines to assist you in the 
administering of an estate: 

1. Within sixty (60) days after the date of probate of a Wil l , 
— the Executor shall mail to all interested parties 

(beneficiaries and next -o f -k in) , a notice in writing t ha t 
the Will has been probated, the place and date o f probate, 
the name and address of the executor and advising the 
interested parties that a copy of the Will is available upon 
request. Proof of mailing (wr i t ten statement that all 
parties were served personally or by mail) shall be filed 
with the Surrogate's Court within ten (10) 
days of the notice of probate. The filing fee for the proof of 
mailing is $5.00 per page. I f t h e names or addresses of 
any of those persons are not known, or cannot by 
reasonable inquiry be determined, then a notice o f probate 
of the Will shall be published in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the county naming or identifying 
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those persons as having a possible interest in the probate 
estate. I f a charity is a beneficiary, notice and a copy of the 
Will must be given to the Attorney General of the State o f 
New Jersey, Division of Law, PC Box 112 ,T ren ton ,NJ 
08625. 

2. The Executor is responsible for determin ing and marshal ing 
all assets of the estate. As Executor, you may wish to open 
an estate checking account to provide accountabil i ty o f 
estate transactions. A tax ident i f icat ion number may be 
required and can be obtained from the In te rna l Revenue 
Service. You can contact IRS at 1-800-829-4933. 

3. The Executor is responsible for paying the debts, last illness 
expenses, inheritance and estate taxes and admin is t ra t ion 
expenses from the decedent 's assets. 

4 . The Executor is responsible for filing the appropriate State 
and Federal tax forms and paying any tax that is d u e . 

5 The Executor may be required to prepare an accounting o f 
the estate assets and disbursements. An in fo rmal 
accounting may be requested by only the nex t -o f -k in or 
beneficiaries named under the will and should not be 
requested until one year f rom the date of p roba te . 

The Executor is entitled to a commission of 5% of the f i rst 
^ ' $200,000.00 of the estate assets and 6% of income earned 

on estate corpus during the administering of the estate. 

The Executor has the obligation to distribute the net estate 
7- to the beneficiaries in accordance with the terms of the Wil l 

in a timely manner. 

Prior to the distr ibut ion, the Executor shall have each 
8. beneficiary execute a Refunding Bond and Release f o r m . 

Upon receipt of the executed document , the Executor wi l l 
make the distr ibut ion to the beneficiary. 

The Executor is required by New Jersey law to initiate a 
9 child support enforcement order search for any beneficiary 

receiving in excess of $2,000.00 prior to the d is t r ibut ion o f 
any money to the benef ic iary. 
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G U I D E L I N E S F O R A D M I N I S T R A T O R 

As an Administrator of an estate there are certain duties that you need t o 
perform. The following are basic guidelines to assist you in the 
administering of an estate: 

1. The Administrator of an instate estate is obligated to 
notify the Attorney General of the State o f New Jersey, 
in the event that there are no surviving heirs. The 
notice is sent to Attorney General of the State of New 
Jersey, Division of Law, PO Box 112, Trenton, NJ 
08625. 
I n this case,the net proceeds of the estate would escheat 
to the State of New Jersey. 

2. The Administrator is responsible for determining and 
marshaling all assets of the estate. As Administrator, 
you may wish to open an estate checking account to 
provide accountability of estate transactions. A tax 
identi f ication number may be required and can be 
obtained from the In te rna l Revenue Service. You can 
contact IRS at 1-800-829-4933. 

3. The Administrator is responsible for paying the debts , 
last illness expenses, inheritance and estate taxes and 
administration expenses from the decedent 's assets. 

4. The Administrator is responsible for filing the 
appropriate State and Federal tax forms and paying any 
tax that is due. 

5. The Administrator may be required to prepare an 
accounting of the estate assets and disbursements. 
An informal accounting may be requested by only the 
next - of-kin and should not be requested until one year 
f r o m the date of p robate . 

6. The Administrator is entitled to a commission of 5 % 
of the first $200,000.00 of the estate assets and 6% o f 
income earned on estate corpus during the administer ing 
of the estate. 
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7. The Administrator has the obligation to d is t r ibu te the net 
estate to the beneficiaries in accordance with the in testate 
laws of the State of New Jersey . 

8. Prior to the distr ibut ion, the Administrator shall have 
each heir execute a Refunding Bond and Release f o r m . 
Upon receipt of the executed document, the Admin is t ra to r 
will make the distr ibut ion to the heir . 

9. The Administrator is required by New Jersey law t o 
initiate a child support e n f o r c e m e n t order search for any heir 
receiving in excess of $2,000.00 prior to the d is t r ibu t ion of 
any money to the heir. 

REFUNDING BOND AND RELEASE 

Prior to d is t r ibut ion,each heir /benef ic iary shall execute a r e f u n d i n g 
b o n d a n d r e l e a s e f o r m . This form is a written agreement and consent 
of all the beneficiaries dispensing with a formal account ing, approv ing 
the actions o f the Executor or Admin is t ra to r , the amount and manner of 
the dist r ibut ion and releasing the Executor or Administrator f rom further 
liability. A R e f u n d i n g B o n d a n d R e l e a s e is also a promise by the heir/ 
benef ic iary t o refund f rom their d is t r ibu t ion ,a propor t ionate share of any 
legi t imate debts , expenses or taxes due in connection with the estate 
which becomes k n o w n after d is t r ibut ion. 

I n an Administration that required a s u r e t y b o n d , the admin is t ra to r 
m u s t file a R e f u n d i n g B o n d and R e l e a s e for each of the heirs. A 
s u r e t y b o n d will not be cancelled by the insurance agent unless proof 
of filing the R e f u n d i n g B o n d i n g a n d R e l e a s e with the Surrogate's 
Cour t is p resented . 

The Surrogate is the only person that can release the surety . 

The R e f u n d i n g B o n d a n d Re lease form can be found on this WEB site. 

Upon request, your attorney will provide you with a R e f u n d i n g B o n d 
a n d Release form or prepare the necessary forms for y o u . 

The executed R e f u n d i n g B o n d a n d R e l e a s e forms are forwarded to the 
Surrogate's Court for filing and recording. The filing fee is $10.00 per f o r m 
up to two (2) pages. 
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F R E Q U E N T L Y R E Q U E S T E D T E L E P H O N E N U M B E R S 

B u r l i n g t o n C o u n t y S u r r o g a t e ' s C o u r t : 
609-265-5005 

B u r l i n g t o n C o u n t y Of f ice on A g i n g : 
609-265-5069 

B u r l i n g t o n C o u n t y S e n i o r Lega l Se rv i ces 
609-265-5945 

B u r l i n g t o n C o u n t y V e t e r a n ' s S e r v i c e s : 
609-265-5008 

B u r l i n g t o n C o u n t y B a r A s s o c i a t i o n : 
609-261-4542 

L e g a l S e r v i c e s o f B u r l i n g t o n C o u n t y 
6 0 9 - 2 6 1 - 1 0 8 8 

Soc ia l Secur i t y A d m i n i s t r a t i o n : 
1-800-772-1213 

I n t e r n a l R e v e n u e S e r v i c e : 
(To obtain estate tax ident i f icat ion number ) 
1-800-829-4933 

N e w J e r s e y D i v i s i o n of T a x a t i o n , I n h e r i t a n c e T a x : 
609-292-5033/5035 

N e w J e r s e y D e p a r t m e n t o f H e a l t h , D i v i s i o n o f Vi tal S t a t i s t i c s : 
(To obtain deatti cert i f icates) 
609-292-4087 

N e w J e r s e y D i v i s i o n of M o t o r V e h i c l e s : 
609-292-6500 

N e w J e r s e y U n c l a i m e d P r o p e r t y : 
609-292-9200 
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

A d m i n i s t r a t o r — t h e person,or persons, appointed by the Sur rogate 
Cour t to handle the estate or assets of a person who died intestate; that 
is, wi thout leaving a w i l l . 

B e n e f i c i a r y — t h e person to w h o m the decedent left all or par ts of their 
estate. 

C a v e a t — a fo rmal act ion, f i led with the Surrogate Court in wr i t ing, t o 
prevent the Wil l f rom being probated, or to prevent the appoint ing of an 
administrator for the estate. 

C i v i l U n i o n - a re lat ionship, regis tered in N e w Jersey, be tween t w o 
unrelated adults, age ! 8 or over, and of the same sex, OR two adults of 
the opposite sex age 62 or over wi th all o f the same benef i ts ,pro tec t ions 
and responsibil it ies under law as granted to marr ied heterosexual couples. 

C o d i c i l - 3 legal documen t that m a k e s an addit ion and/or change to 
one or more parts of a Wil l , after the Wil l w a s made. 

C o - F i d u c i a r i e s — two or more persons n a m e d in the Wil l to serve 
as executors. 

D e c e d e n t — t h e person who has passed a w a y 

D e v i s e - personal or real property that is left to someone th rough the 
decedent's Wil l . 

D o m e s t i c P a r t n e r s h i p - a relat ionship, registered in N e w Jersey, 
be tween two unre la ted adults, age 18 or over, and of the s a m e sex, 
O R two adults of the opposi te sex age 62 or over. 

E s t a t e — all p roper ty that is owned by a person, real or personal . 

E x e c u t o r — the person named to m a n a g e the assets or estate, and 
carry out the wishes of the decedent as out l ined in the Wi l l . 

F i d u c i a r y - a n y person named or act ing in a legal posit ion such as 
an executor, administ rator . t rus tee, or guard ian. 
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G u a r d i a n - o n e w h o is appointed to act on b e h a l f o f a minor, o r 
incapacitated pe rson . 

H e i r - a n y p e r s o n w h o is ent i t led to be the rec ip ient of all or par t o f t h e 
estate of a decedent through t h e intestate l a w s . 

I n t e s t a t e - the person dies w i thou t leaving a W i l l . 

I s s u e - a person's lineal descendants which includes ail g e n e r a t i o n s 
e i ther natura l o r a d o p t e d . 

I n c a p a c i t a t e d P e r s o n - one w h o is impaired menta l ly to the po in t o f 
lacking suff icient abil ity to make sound decisions regarding the h a n ­
dl ing of himself and his a f fa i rs . 

Minor -an individual under t h e age of 1 8 y e a r s . , 

P e r s o n a l P r o p e r t y - any assets or possessions such as a u t o m o ­
bi les, bank accounts, s tocks, or bonds . 

Probate- the process of present ing a Will to de te rm ine its val id i ty, 
and off icial ly appoint ing the named executor . 

S e l f P r o v e d W i l l - o n e tha t has been signed by t h e testator in t h e 
presence o f t w o witnesses, and all o f t h e m s ign ing in front of a notary 
or one w t i o is authorized by t h e Courts to recognize the s igna tu res . 

S h o r t C e r t i f i c a t e - the documen t of the Surrogate Court that o f f ic ia l ly 
appoints a n executor of a Wi l l , or an admin is t ra tor for an esta te , a n d 
authorizes t h e m to manage t h e assets of the d e c e d e n t . 

S u r r o g a t e - I n New Jersey, an official elected in a county to o v e r ­
see the probate p rocess . 

T e s t a t e — having made a Wi l l 

Testator -any person w h o makes a Wi l l . 
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T r u s t - p roper t y h e l d and m a n a g e d by a person ( T R U S T E E ) fo r the 
benef i t o f a n o t h e r . 

Wi l l - a legal d o c u m e n t made by a person tha t details his o r he r wishes 
f o r the w a y the i r es ta te is to be m a n a g e d upon their d e a t h . 

Witness — o n e w h o is p resent at t h e s i g n i n g of a legal d o c u m e n t 
s u c h as a Wi l l , a n d c a n at test to t h e va l id i ty of s u c h s i g n a t u r e . 
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DEGREES OF KINDRED 
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This chart can be used for 
determining degrees of kinship when 
there is no statutory means of 
computation. First, determine the 
common ancestor of the decedent (0) 
and the person in question. Then, 
compute the number of degrees ftorn 
the person in question to ttie common 
ancestor, and then to the decedent. 
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